2                     DEMOCRACY   IN   AMERICA
it appears to be a novel accident, which as such may
still be checked ; to others it seems irresistible,
because it is the most uniform, the most ancient, and
the most permanent tendency which is to be found in
history. Let us recollect the situation of France seven
hundred years ago, when the territory was divided
among a small number of families, who were the
owners of the soil and the rulers of the inhabitants ;
the right of governing descended with the family
inheritance from generation to generation ; force was
the only means by which man could act on man, and
landed property was the sole source of power. Soon,
however, the political power of the clergy was
founded, and began to exert itself : the clergy opened
its ranks to all classes, to the poor and the rich, the
villain and the lord ; equality penetrated into the
Government through the Church, and the being who
as a serf must have vegetated in perpetual bondage
took his place as a priest in the midst of nobles, and
not unfrequently above the heads of kings.
The different relations of men became more com-
plicated and more numerous as society gradually
became more stable and more civilized. Thence the
want of civil laws was felt ; and the order of legal
functionaries soon rose from the obscurity of the
tribunals and their dusty chambers, to appear at the
court of the monarch, by the side of the feudal barons
in their ermine and their mail. While the kings were
ruining themselves by their great enterprises, and the
nobles exhausting their resources by private wars, the
lower orders were enriching themselves by com-
merce. The influence of money began to be percept-
ible in State affairs. The transactions of business
opened a new road to power, and the financier rose
to a station of political influence in which he was at
once flattered and despised. Gradually the spread of